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September 23, 2026

To: Jeanette Johnson; &Barr, jeanette.johnson@andbarr.co
Jessie Hamlin; Spark, jessie@spark.us
Greg Cappola; Karsh Hagan Madden, bids@maddenmedia.com
Carman Boyce; Brisdel, Voss & Associates, Inc., solutions@bvk.com
Larry Aldrich; Aqua Marketing & Communitcations, Inc.,
Larry@WelcomeToAgua.com
Tejune Kang, Atypical Global, Inc., ceo@atypical.global
Shalyn Dever, Chatter Buzz Media, LLC, rip@chatterbuzzmedia.com
John Balhouse, Compass Media LLC, admin@compassmedia.com
Larry Meador, Evok Advertising, larry.meador@evokad.com
Rebecca Barnes, Image Design & Marketing, rebecca@imaginedc.net
Armando Lopez, NM+U Marketing Communications,
Armando.lopez@nmu.agency
Ruby Webb, Paradise Advertising & Marketing, Inc.; rwebb@paradiseadv.com
Joshua Ali, Savvy Partner, josh@savvypartner.com
Austin Barbera, SixTwentySix Productions, LLC, austin@sixtwentysix.co
Martin Stoll, Sparkloft Media, martin@sparkloftmedia.com
Jacqui Hartnett, Starmark International, Inc., jhartnett@starmark.com
Lisa Bates, Black Oak Industries, Inc., lisa.bates@blackoakcreative.com
Wes Lowry, Lowry Creative, wes@lowrycreative.com
Cole Zimmerman, The Zimmerman Agency, LLC, cole.zimmerman@omc.com

Subject: Notice of Recommendation to Award - RFP 26-345 Advertising & Marketing

Services for Visit Central Florida

Thank you for your participation in the above referenced RFP. The Selection Committee
will request the Board of County Commissioners to authorize staff to enter into contract
negotiations with the two highest-ranked Proposers, beginning with the highest-ranked
Proposer, &Barr. Should negotiations with &Barr be unsuccessful, negotiations will be
terminated, and staff will proceed with contract negotiations with the second highest
ranked Proposer, Karsh Hagan Madden.

Any actual Proposer who is allegedly aggrieved in connection with the pending award
may protest to the Procurement Director, in accordance with the Procurement Policies
and Procedures Manual. The procedures can be found at the following link:
https://www.polkfl.gov/business/procurement/protest-procedures/. In accordance with
the Procurement Procedures any person who wishes to file a protest may do so by
submitting a protest bond in the amount of $1,000.00 with their initial Notice of Intent to
file a protest prior to Monday, September 28, 2026, at 4:00 p.m. Failure to follow the
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bid protest procedure requirements within the time frames prescribed herein as
established by Polk County, Florida, shall constitute a waiver of your protest and any
resulting claims.

If you should have any questions, please do not hesitate to let me know.

Sincerely,
Tabatha Shirah
Senior Procurement Analyst



